
Lower School Curriculum
Kindergarten Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5

LITERATURE
•  Fiction
•  Nonfiction
•  Poetry
•  Rhymes

Listening & speaking skills
Sight vocabulary
Decoding skills
Creative Writing

•  Speech to print match
D’Nealian manuscript

Class playEN
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•  Author study
•  Fiction - Realistic, Folk & Tall

Tales
•  Nonfiction - Biographies  &

Informational Texts
•  Poetry

Listening/speaking skills
Sight vocabulary
Decoding skills
Word Study
Creative Writing

•  Beginning, middle, end
•  Complete sentences
•  Morning message

D’Nealian manuscript

Class play

LITERATURE
•  Fiction - Realistic,  Historic,

Folk Tales,  Fantasy, Plays
•  Nonfiction - Informational

texts, Biographies
•  Poetry

Sight vocabulary
Decoding skills
Word Study
Writing

•  Include story elements
•  Sequential writing

D’Nealian manuscript &  cursive

Class play

LITERATURE
•  Biographies
•  Historic Fiction
•  Humorous Fiction
•  Informational Texts
•  Realistic Fiction
•  Short Stories
•  Poetry

Spelling program
Writing

•  Written responses to
 literature

•  Research paper
•  Test question responses
•  Grammar

D’Nealian cursive

Class play

LITERATURE
•  Atlases
•  Biographies
•  Historic Fiction
•  Short Stories
•  Newspapers
•  Nonfiction - Textbook
•  Poetry
•  Realistic Fiction

Vocabulary development
Spelling program
Writing

•  Creative writing
•  Essays
•  Grammar
•  Paragraphs
•  Research project

D’Nealian cursive
Class play

LITERATURE
•  Biographies
•  Historic Fiction
•  Mythology
•  Short Stories
•  Nonfiction - Textbook
•  Poetry
•  Realistic Fiction
•  Reference Materials,

 Vocabulary development
Spelling program
Writing

•  Grammar
•  Letters
•  Myth
•  Poetry
•  Research project

D’Nealian cursive
Class play

M
AT

H

Establishing routines
Explore data & chance

•  Money
Geometry & spatial sense
Measure & measurement

•  Linear
•  Time

Numeration & order-counting
Patterns, function, & algebra

Establishing routines
Developing fact power
Everyday uses of numbers
Geometry & attributes
Measurement & basic facts
Mental arithmetic, money, &

 fractions 
Place value & fractions
Place value,  number stories, &

basic facts
Visual patterns, number  patterns,

& counting

Addition & subtraction
Addition & subtraction facts
Decimals & place value
Fractions
Measurement
Numbers & routines
Patterns & rules
Place value, money, & time
3-D & 2-D shapes
Whole number operations &

number stories
Whole number operations

 revisited

Adding & subtracting whole
 numbers

Fractions
Geometry
Linear measures & area
Measurement & data
Multiplication & division
Number stories
Numbers & routines
Patterns & rules
Place value in whole  numbers

&  decimals

Big numbers, estimation, &
 computation

Decimals & their uses
Division; map reference  frames;

measures of  angles
Fractions & their uses; chance &

probability
Multiplication & division;  number

sentences & algebra 
Naming & constructing

 geometric figures
Percents
Perimeter & area
Rates
Reflection & symmetry
3-D Shapes, weight, volume, &

capacity
Using numbers & organizing data

Coordinates, area, volume, &
capacity

Division
Estimation & computation
Exponents & negative  numbers
Fractions & ratios
Fractions, decimals, &  percents
Geometry exploration & the

American tour
Number theory
Probability, ratios, & rates 
Using data: addition &

 subtraction of fractions
Using data: algebra  concepts &

skills
Volume

Scientific method & tools
Nutrition
Simple machines

•  Bridge construction
Solar system
Vertebrates

•  Birds of prey
NEAL

•  Colonial Garden

Scientific method & tools
Biomes, resources, &

conservation
Habitats & ecosystems
Human anatomy

•  Circulation    
•  Digestion
•  Muscular
•  Nervous
•  Skeletal

Plants & trees
NEAL

•  Butterfly Garden

Scientific method & tools
Weather
Plants
Oceanography
Energy, magnetism, &

 electricity
Fresh water
Motion & forces

•  Flight
NEAL

•  Erosion & Stream study

Animal classification
•  Mammals

Human anatomy
•  Five senses
•  Nutrition
•  Skeletal system

Plants
Rain forests
Sea life
Seasonal changes
NEAL

•  ABC Garden

Animal classifications
•  Amphibians
•  Insects
•  Reptiles

Animals in winter
Life cycles & butterflies
Matter & energy
NEAL

•  Herb Garden

Scientific processes & tools
Geology
Life cycle of trees
Weather & climate
Water cycle
NEAL

•  Native American Garden
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Black history
Civil responsibility
Families
Fire & personal safety
Geography
Polar regions
Presidents
Thanksgiving
Winter holidays
Current events
Cultural diversity

Geography of North & South
America 

Communities
China

•  Culture
•  Economics
•  Geography
•  History

Mexico 
•  Culture
•  Economics
•  Geography
•  History

Current events

Communities 
•  Economics
•  Government
•  Resources
•  Role of news media
•  Newspapers

Famous Americans
•  African Americans
•  Presidents

Maps & globes
Native Americans

•  Eastern Woodlands
•  Northwest Coast
•  Plains
•  Southwest

Current events

World geography
Settlement of the Americas

•  Ice Age man to Native
American

Immigration
Virginia geography
Virginia colonial history
Current events

US Geography
•  Physical & cultural

European Settlements & the
English Colonies

Causes of the American
 Revolutionary War

War for Independence
Creating a Nation

•  Politically & physically
Causes of the Civil War
Current events

Comparative study of  ancient
civilizations

•  Egypt
•  Greece
•  Mesopotamia
•  Rome

Geography
•  Map development

Middle Ages
Current events

Spanish
Alphabet
Animals
Clothing
Colors
Days of week
Family members
Greetings
Months of the year
Numbers 1-20
Seasons of the year

Spanish
Basic conversation
Clothing
Colors
Classroom objects
Family members
Greetings
Mexican culture
Numbers 1-50
Spanish songs

Spanish
Addition & subtraction to 50
Basic conversation
Body parts
Expressions of courtesy
Mexican culture
Mexican food
Number 1-20
Spanish songs & games

Spanish
Addition & subtraction to 100
Every day expressions
Geography of Central & South

America
Inside a house vocabulary
Multiplication to 50
Municipal terms
Sentence construction & writing
Spanish songs & games
Sports terms
Telling time

Spanish
Conversation with “you”
Gender agreement
Math computations
Passport project
Restaurant vocabulary
Sentence construction & writing
Spanish culture
Spanish songs, instruments, &

dances
Telling time
Weather expressions

Latin
Culture
Derivatives
Reading & writing
Vocabulary & grammar
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HALF YEAR PROGRAM
Email
KeyboardingTE

C
H Internet use

Keyboarding
Power Point

Internet use
Keyboarding
Microsoft Office
Power Point
Excel

Art History
Cutting
Drawing
Form
Gluing
Line
Natural Collage
 Symmetry
Watercolor
Tempera painting

Art History
Assemblage
Block printing
Clay modeling
Collage
Drawing from observation &

 imagination
Mobiles
 Painting
Paper Maché
Photography
 Puppetry
Sculpture
Weaving

Art History
Assemblage
Block printing
Clay Modeling
Collage
Drawing from observation &

 imagination
Proportion
Sculpture
Set design
 Watercolor & tempera

 painting

Art History
Assemblage,
Block printing
Clay Modeling
Collage
Drawing from observation &

 imagination
Proportion
Sculpture
Set design
 Watercolor & tempera

 painting

Art History
Assemblage
Batik
Block  printing
Clay modeling
 Collage
Drawing from  observation &

imagination
Plastercraft
Sculpture
 Proportion
 Watercolor &  tempera

 painting

Art History
Assemblage
Batik
Block  printing, Clay modeling
 Collage
Drawing from   observation &

imagination
Egyptian Art, Jewelry
 Medieval Art
Picture Books
Plastercraft, Sculpture
 Printmaking
Proportion
Watercolor &  tempera

 painting
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Beat & rhythm
Expressive qualities
Form
Harmony
Melody
Musical performances
Style
Tone/color

Beat & rhythm
Expressive qualities
Form
Harmony
Melody
Musical performances
Style
Tone/color

Beat & rhythm
Expressive qualities
Form
Harmony
Melody
Musical performances
Style
Tone/color

Beat & rhythm
Expressive qualities
Form
Harmony
Melody
Musical performances
Style
Tone/color

Beat & rhythm
Expressive qualities
Form
Harmony
Instruments of the orchestra
Melody
Musical performances
Recorder
Style
Tone/color

Aural skills
Body/stick rhythm in rounds
Composition
Form
Genres of music
Imagery
Improvisational skills
Movement
Musical performances
Notation
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N Fine motor skills
Healthy heart activities
Large motor skills
Movement
Safety  

Cardio-vascular activities
Introduction to basketball
Introduction to soccer
Safety
Sportsmanship
Team cooperation

Basketball skills,
Cardio-vascular activities
Introduction to football
Introduction to kickball
Soccer skills
Sportsmanship
Team cooperation
Safety

Basketball skills
Football skills
Healthy habits
Invent a game
Kickball skills
Safety, Soccer skills
Sportsmanship
Team participation

Basketball
Cross country
Floor hockey
Safety & care of equipment
Soccer
Sportsmanship
Team games & cooperation
Track and Field

Basketball
Cross country
Floor hockey
Safety & care of equipment
Soccer
Sportsmanship
Team games & cooperation
Track and Field
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